Appeal to the Solitary One

by Rosario Castellanos
Translated by Rachel M. Popma

It's necessary, at times, to find company.

My friend, it's not possible to be born or to die
without another. It's good
that friendship removes
from work the appearance of punishment
and from happiness the illicit air of theft.

How could you be alone at that complete
hour, in which you talk and talk with things
until the dawn?
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